Where is the next Boscastle?

A lesson outline 
Rational and context:

This lesson outline explores the potential of Memory Map as a teaching aid. The ideal scenario would be to have the South West region 1 1:50,000 map as well as the corresponding aerial photography for region 1 available on networked computers. Access to the Internet is also required. PCs should be capable of playing BBC news video and will need Real Player installed. An interactive whiteboard would be ideal!


The aim of the lesson is for students to identify an area at risk of flooding, and justify their choice, based on the lessons from Boscastle.

Suitable for:

Years 8 to 11 with appropriate differentiation

Resources:
Memory Map, as described above 

Web Links on www.juicygeography.co.uk/boscastle.htm 

Starter:

Show students an aerial photograph of Boscastle. Can they identify the place? Give sufficient clues or play a video from the BBC News site
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Activity:

Get students to look at a map of Boscastle using Memory Map. They could pick out and add text labels to highlight factors that influence flooding. Compare the map and an aerial photograph. Use the 3 D function as well
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Students should be shown the Environment Agency site which maps flood risk. Note that the flooding potential of Boscastle is underestimated on the map. Can students explain why this is so? They should also read the article “Where is the next Boscastle?” on the BBC news site. Teachers might wish to compare and contrast Boscastle with Lynmouth.
Challenge:

Using Memory Map and the Environment Agency site, students are challenged to find the next “Boscastle” They will need to find and print a map, and add labels to explain the reasons for their decision. Does the Environment Agency site support their view?
Development:

To extend the work students might prepare a more detailed risk assessment of their chosen site. Extension tasks might include suggesting appropriate flood prevention schemes or creating land use zones as a layer on top of the map.
See next page for an example of how this might look: The annotation has been added in Microsoft Word using a transparent fill.
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Area to be forested


Floodplain – no building



Plenary: 

This might take the form of a presentation by each group to the rest of the class.
Crackington Haven – the next “Boscastle”?








