Report from Montserrat volcano observatory 29 June 1997

1. The dome on the eastern side of Chances Peak is growing larger.

2. Lava, ash and rocks pour down the Tar River valley, producing huge clouds of steam.

3. Most vegetation in the south side of the island is dead, buried beneath hot ash.

4. An ash cloud blown westwards, has buried Plymouth beneath centimeters of ash.

5. Pyroclastic flows along Paradise Ghaut have reached Harris’s village.

6. Ash and pebbles fell on Salem causing minor injuries.

7. There is a danger of mudflows along many of the valleys around the Soufriere Hills if it rains.

8. A lava flow passed within meters of the school in Cork Hill.

9. The airport has been closed until further notice.

10. A temporary port has been opened at Little Bay near Davy Hill, for people to leave the island.

Points for hazard and risk exercise.
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