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Disabled access survey

Instructions

Aim: 
The aim of this investigation is to assess how easy it is for disabled people to access public buildings in a town center. The activity has been designed to exemplify the use of the simple GIS features of the Maps Direct web site, and the fieldwork should appeal to the students’ sense of fun as they explore the citizenship dimension of the study. 

Resources: 
Maps Direct web site
Spreadsheet 

Wheelchairs (not essential)
Survey sheet and printed copy of map
Method: 
· Introduce the enquiry by getting students to explore the challenges faced by wheelchair users or partially-sighted people as they navigate a town center. A mind mapping approach, combined with a practical activity using a wheelchair would be desirable.
· Open Maps Direct and locate the desired study area using the post code or place name finder. Print off a black and white map of the study area to use for data collection.

· Working in small groups, students complete the survey using the recording sheet and the printed map outline.
· On return to the classroom, students can use the spreadsheet to calculate a disability index by substituting the scores for each building. The higher the score, the better the access for a disabled person.
· Once the index has been calculated, the Flood Fill feature of Maps Direct can be utilized to illustrate the level of accessibility for each building. For example, buildings with a score of 75% or more could be shaded green, while those with a score of less than 45% could be shaded red, and the remainder yellow.

Outcomes:

· Once the map has been completed, a copy can be printed off and incorporated into a report on the level of disabled access for the local council or town center manager. Plenty of extension tasks are possible.
· This web page may be useful for planning further map-based activities.
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